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We stand and 
fight for clean
and healthy water.

WE’RE FIGHTING FOR YOU. 

Charleston’s waterways are the heart of our community, but the 
health of our harbor, rivers, and creeks is in danger. Every day, 
we defend and restore your waterways so you can swim and fish 
without fear. From early mornings collecting water samples, late 
nights testing in the lab, to preventing polluters from using our 
waterways as toxic dumping grounds, we’re fighting for your 
right to clean water in your community. 

Every day, our boots are in the water, 
the marsh, and the lab, fighting for your 
right for clean water in Charleston’s tri 
county area. Together, our team is:

JOIN THE FIGHT.  
TAKE ACTION FOR CLEAN WATER. 

DONATE 

Help keep our boots 
on the water so we 
can continue working 
for you and your 
waterways.

VOLUNTEER
Join us for a creek or 
marsh clean up or 
oyster reef build to help 
strengthen our coastal 
habitats.

ADVOCATE
Contact local elected 
leaders and tell them 
how important your 
waterways are to you.

VISIT
charlestonwaterkeeper.org
to learn more or to make a 
donation.

I’m on the water a lot and see the positive 

impact Charleston Waterkeeper is making 

in my favorite rivers and creeks. I know  

the team is always working in the marshes, 

on the water, and in the lab, and I feel safer 

knowing they are fighting for the health of 

my waterways and my family.

CAROLINE IRWIN,
Charleston Waterkeeper Ambassador

Here’s what we’re fighting against:

POLLUTION & CONTAMINATION 
We test water quality, investigate pollution 
reports, remove marine sewage, track plastic 
pollution, patrol your creeks and rivers, and arm 
the public with data to hold polluters accountable 
so you can stay safe.
 
WETLAND DESTRUCTION 
We review and enforce pollution and 
development permits, stand up against poorly 
planned and destructive development to protect 
wetland habitat, prevent flooding, and preserve 
water quality. 

FAILED OVERSIGHT 
We stand on the front lines for clean water 
pressing local, state, and federal officials to 
clean up creeks, safeguard wetlands, stop 
plastic pollution, and protect the rights of local 
communities. When environmental authorities 
fail to act, we take on polluters to enforce the law 
and protect your waterways.

CLIMATE CHANGE
We build oyster reefs, haul trash out of creeks 
and marshes, recycle oyster shells, train citizen-
scientists, plant spartina grass, and educate your 
friends and neighbors about clean water so they 
can protect it.

HOLDING POLLUTERS ACCOUNTABLE to 
prevent contamination and destruction 
in your waterways.

ENGAGING IMPACTED COMMUNITIES 
and empowering them to take action to 
protect and restore their waterways. 

INVESTIGATING POLLUTION throughout 
Berkeley, Charleston, and Dorchester 
counties so you can safely swim, fish, 
and play. 
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84250 7 24
TONS OF DEBRIS 

REMOVED 
COMMUNITIES WITH

SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BANS

40-2 VOTES ON THE PASSED
ANTI-PLASTIC PELLET POLLUTION 
IN SC SENATE BILL

WATERWAYS WITH 
IMPROVED WATER 

QUALITY STANDARDS

YEARS DEFEATING  

OUT-OF-STATE PLASTIC 

LOBBYISTS IN COLUMBIA 

TRYING TO BAN LOCAL 

SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BANS

3,00060
OYSTER HABITAT

RESTORATION PROJECTS
FEET OF NEW  

OYSTER BEDS CREATED

10,000
COMMUNITY MEMBERS TAUGHT ACTIONABLE 
CONSERVATION AND STEWARDSHIP METHODS

JOIN THE FIGHT. TAKE ACTION. 
STAND UP, SHOW UP, 

SPEAK UP FOR YOUR HARBORS, 
RIVERS, AND CREEKS.

21,000
HOURS OF DEDICATED  
VOLUNTEER SERVICE 

9,000
VOLUNTEERS INVOLVED IN  
CLEAN WATER PROJECTS

45,000
SPARTINA GRASS TRANSPLANTED 

TO RESTORE HABITATS

3,150
BACTERIA TESTS MONITORING  

WATER POLLUTION AND PATHOGENS

200,000
GALLONS OF MARINE 
SEWAGE REMOVED

Numbers don’t lie, 
check out our stats 
to see what we have 

accomplished since our 
founding in 2009.

$1,200,000
SETTLEMENT WON FROM

PLASTIC PELLET POLLUTION LAWSUIT

Relentless local action 
is the key to winning the fight for clean water. 
That’s why we stand up as watchdogs, stewards, 
and defenders for clean water today and always. 
Charleston Waterkeeper is producing clean 
water wins right here in your community. 


