
Mapping and Analysis to support 
New York State’s Offshore Spatial Plan

Overview
NOAA’s National Centers for Coastal 
Ocean Science (NCCOS) has partnered 
with New York’s Department of State 
(DOS) to collect and interpret ecological 
information needed by New York to:
•	 Use when considering offshore renew-

able energy development proposals,
•	 Advance the protection of critical 

offshore habitats, and
•	 Support an Amendment to NY’s 

Coastal Management Program.

Description of Work
•	 Compilation and review of existing 

data and assessments to identify eco-
logical data gaps in the region

•	 Communication with scientists and 
coastal managers to identify priority 
data needs for state and region

•	 Participation in an Offshore Habitat 
Working Group to identify, evaluate 
and characterize critical offshore 
habitats

•	 Application of an analytical ap-
proach that uses existing data, pro-
vides estimates of uncertainty, inte-
grates ecosystem level dynamics and 
fills	spatial	gaps	in	survey	data

•	 Development of maps and assess-
ments useful to State and federal 
decision-makers, offshore renewable 
energy developers and environmental 
advocates

Products
Report: a description of spatial analyses and a compila-
tion	of	new	seabird,	bathymetry,	surficial	sediment,	deep-
sea coral, and oceanographic habitat maps
Digital Data: derived distribution models of assessed spe-
cies and habitats for geographic information systems

Partners
NY Department of State, Ocean and Great Lakes Program
University of Alaska, Biology and Wildlife Department
University of Texas, Institute for Geophysics
The Nature Conservancy, Mid Atlantic Marine Program
NMFS, Northeast Fisheries Science Center
NMFS, Deep-Sea Coral Research and Technology Program

For More Information
Contact: Chris Caldow, Biogeography Branch Chief
Phone: 301-713-3028
Visit: http://coastalscience.noaa.gov   
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