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These habitat forming animals are quite fragile and
vulnerable to deep-sea activity such as bottom trawls, long
lining, energy exploration, and cable deployments.

Research on deep-sea corals and sponges has expanded
rapidly over the last two decades, as scientists began to
realize their value as long-lived structural components of
high biodiversity habitats and archives of environmental
information.

The NOAA Deep Sea Coral Research and Technology
Program’s (DSCRTP) National Database for Deep-Sea Corals
and Sponges is a comprehensive resource for

georeferenced data on these organisms in U.S. waters.
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e Central repository for DSC records compiled from
museums, research institutions, scientific literature,
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The fields containing the sample id, catalog number, data provider, scientific name, vernacular name, taxonomic rank,
observation date, position (latitude, longitude), location accuracy, depth, citation,
identification qualifier, sampling equipment, and record type are automatically included in every download.
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software, data distribution, and documentation ensure that the data will be understood and usable by

Quality controlled and standardized content everyone. There are no obscure standards to learn and no expensive software to buy. Some of the open standards used for this project
* Current taxonomy include:

* Valid values/vocabulary * OBIS-USA database schema based on Darwin Core standard

* No duplicate records  World Register of Marine Species (WoRMS) for taxonomic nomenclature
* Networked with outside resources to keep data « GenBank genetic sequence database
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is needed to solidify the initial work on the National Deep-

Sea Corals and Sponges Database.
Continue to implement standards such as the Coastal and Ecological
Classification Standard (CMECS)
Link database records to their origin sample image where applicable
Work with foreign institutions to include international records
Develop a standard methodology to determine associated taxa to corals and
sponges
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