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 NOAA - NMFS – DSC-RTP 
 Tom Hourigan 

 NOAA - CCEHBR 
 Peter Etnoyer  
 JD Dubick 
 Leslie Wickes 
 Ren Salgado 

 NCDDC 
 Matt Dornback 
 Scott Cross 
 Betsy Gardner 
 David Sallis 
 Eric Roby 
 Lenny Collazo 

 
 

 NOAA - BioGeography 
 Dan Dorfman 
 Brian Kinlan  

 NOAA - NWFSC 
 Curt Whitmire 

 USGS 
 Kathy Scanlon 

 OBIS-USA 
 Phil Goldstein 

 
 
 



 National Database of Coral and Sponge Occurrence 
Records 
 Database Schema Refinement 
 Documentation of the Database 
 Data QA/QC Process Improvement  
 Visualization and Mapping 
 Taxonomic Refinement 
 

 Data and Information Management System (DIMS) 
 Field Team Guidance 
 Data Inventory  and Archive 
 Web site and Mapping Portal Development  

  











 National database of DSC occurrences   
 Data Portal 
 Data Archiving and Inventory 
 Site characterization reports* 
 Habitat suitability models * 
 Scientific publications * 
 

 
* supplied by funded data providers 

 
 
 



 Fisheries Management Councils 
 

 Managers for MPA’s (Sanctuaries and 
Monuments 
 

 Marine Spatial Management Input 
 
 Government and Academic Researchers 

 
 Other Stakeholders 
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 Comprehensive 
 Quality Controlled 
 Standardized Terms  
 Networked (AphiaID (WoRMS), GenBank) 
 



 Total number of records in the database 
(flagged + unflagged, global): 287069 

 Total number of unflagged records: 237013 
 Proportion of records that are 

flagged: 17.44% 
 Total number of unique Scientific 

Names: 1489 



 Western Pacific: 1685 
 Pacific Region: 182262 
 North Pacific: 37438 
 Gulf of Mexico: 21464 
 South Atlantic: 2960 
 Caribbean Region: 135 
 Mid-Atlantic Region: 1977 
 New England Region: 316 

 
 
 
 
 
 



http://www.coris.noaa.gov/activities/reportcongress_dscrtp_2014/ 

http://www.coris.noaa.gov/activities/reportcongress_dscrtp_2014/




  
Description 
  

Locality A specific named place (e.g., Sur Ridge) for the specimen or observation. 

EventID ID of the survey event (e.g., dive number, camera drop, or trawl haul number) on which the sample was made.  

SampleID Unique ID for specimens. If no specimen was collected, use ‘ImageFilePath’ to provide an image name, or ‘Citation’ 
to provide a reference.    

Latitude Latitude in decimal degrees where the sample or observation was collected. Datum should be WGS1984. If another 
datum, use ‘LocationComment’. 

Longitude Longitude in decimal degrees using datum WGS1984. 

DepthInMeters Best single depth value for sample as a positive integer in units of meters.  

ObservationDate Date as YYYY-MM-DD.  If month or day is unknown use YYYY-MM or YYYY. Please convert from local date to 
Universal Time Code (UTC). 

ObservationTime Time as hh:mm:ss when the sample or observation occurred. Use UTC. 

ScientificName Taxonomic identification of the sample as a Latin binomial (e.g., “Primnoa pacifica”), or lowest practical taxonomic 
level (e.g., “Primnoidae”). 

AphiaID AphiaID of ‘ScientificName’ from the World Register of Marine Species (WoRMS). These numeric codes can be 
accessed here: http://www.marinespecies.org/index.php 

IndividualCount Number of individuals represented by the sample as a positive integer. If unknown, use -999. If categorical, use 
‘AbundanceCategory’.  



 
  

Description 
  

Density Number of individuals (or colonies) per square meter for an observation. 

Size Colony height or width in centimeters is preferred, or size category, or maximum size category for the taxon if the 
observation is multiple colonies. Size method can be indicated in ‘OccurrenceRemarks’.  

Condition Condition of the organism when collected or observed. The method of White et al. 2012 uses categories 1 for less 
than 10% damaged, 2 for 10 to 50 %, 3 for 50 to 90%, 4 for > 90%, and 0 for no damage. Values of “live”, “dead”, 
“damaged”, and “live and dead” are also acceptable.  

AssociatedTaxa Notable organisms that are observed to co-occur with a coral or sponge. A list of organisms may be separated by 
semicolon.  Commercially fished species are of particular interest to regional fishery management councils. 

ImageFilePath Unique file name or hyperlink to an image (or video) of the observation. The purpose of this field is to match an 
image with a reported observation. 

Temperature Temperature in degrees Celsius at or near the location of sample. 

Oxygen Dissolved oxygen in ml/l at location of sample or nearest measurement. 

Salinity Salinity in PSU at location of sample or nearest measurement. 

Habitat Habitat or biotope of the organism sampled or observed, e.g., sandy plain, steep ledge. References include 
CMECS and Greene et al. 1999.  

Substrate Contact substrate (e.g., dropstone, outcrop, or boulder) of the organism observed. The purpose is to distinguish 
habitat (like a sandy plain) from an attachment point (for instance, a dropstone in a sandy plain). 





 Brian Kinlan, National 
 David Huff, Pacific  
 John Guinotte, Pacific 
 Chris Rooper, North Pacific 

 
 

 











 Creation of a one stop (value added) 
database for DSC 

 Simplified approach for contributors 
 Standardization is the key! 
 Look for:  
 New user-friendly web site and data portal 
 Updated database schema 
 Updated field team guidance 
 Release of initial database to OBIS in June 2014!! 
 
 

 
 
 



Deep Sea Coral Research and Technology Program 
 
Robert McGuinn, Conservation Biologist 
Data System Manager 
Robert.McGuinn@noaa.gov 
 
Call me!     843-762-8640 
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